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HE following Grievances, un- 
der which many of the Sub- 
jets of Great-Britain now 
labour, eſpecially the inferior 
and middling ſort of People 
in this M is, can be ſet forth to 
no particular Perſon, more properly than 
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to yourſelf : Your Conduct, thro' ſeveral 
Years paſſed, in the moſt important 
Scenes of Life, has convinced every 
reaſonable and impartial Briton, that 
you deſervedly fill the high Station in 
Which you now move: And I will ven- 
ture to affirm, againſt the loudeſt Voice 
of Malice, that to you we chiefly owe 
our Happineſs in avoiding a dreadful 
War; the Conſequences of which muſt 
haye been oppreſſive to us, eyen in th 
moſt favourable Circumſtances whic 
poſſibly could have attended it; and to 
the ſame prudent Counſel we are like- 
wife indebted for an Alliance with 
ſuch Powers as, for our Intereſt, we 
thonld ally with: We, therefore, need 
not doubt your Readineſs to lend Atten- 
tion to the Complaints of your Fel- 
low-Subjets, nor your Willingneſs to 
filence them, to the Satisfaction of your 
Country. 


Theſe Propoſals to the Parliament of 
Great-Britain are addreſſed to you ag 
to the propereſt Advocate that I could 
think of; nor ſhall T longer detain you 
from them. "G0 ä 


When a Propoſal is made evidently to 


the Advantage of the Subject, and which 
bp | requires 
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requires the Authority of Parliament td 
ut it in Execution, our Legiſlature are 

und, by the Duty of Humanity, to 
forward the Succeſs of it as much as 


: poſſibly they can; and the Members of 
the Houſe of Commons, eſpecially, are 


anſwerable to thoſe whom they repre- 
ſent for their Neglect. 


I am certain, if they who compoſe 
the Legiſlative Power were appriſed, in 


= every Circumſtance, of the ill Conſe- 


quences which attend the unlawful, and 


highly unreaſonable, manner of Dealing 
betwixt Pawn-brokers and their Cuſto- 
mers, they would think a Regulation, 


at leaſt, of that ſort of Trading, very 
neceſſary. I ſhall enumerate Part of 
the various ill Effects of it; and firſt I 


F will conſider ſome of thoſe which ariſe 


from Pawn-brokers, of any Kind, being 
permitted to take, as Pledges, Laces, 
Silks, Velnets, Stuffs, any of the Woollen 


or Linnen Manufatture, and other ſorts 


of Commodities of which Apparel is 
made, in Pieces, not made into Clothes 
or Furniture. By prohibiting their re- 
ceiving ſuch Pledges as are here ſpecify'd, 
a ſevere Penalty being inflicted « on the 
Tranſgreſſor, many Apprentices and other 


| ö Servants would want the Power of de- 


frauding 


UF 
frauding their Maſters in the Manner in 
which ſome of them do; and though 
ſeveral Servants have an Opportunity, 
to defraud their Maſters of other Com- 
modities, yet they that have duly con- 
ſidered the Nature of Trade will find 
theſe more neceſſary to be particularized 
than any other; becauſe the Inconveni- 
encies to the fair Trader, in ſuch Com- 
modities, do not ariſe only from the 
Danger of his Servants embezling Part 
of his Stock, but from another dreadful 
Source, which will ſoon appear. Several 
young Fellows, engaged in extravagant 
Amours, or other expenſive Pleaſures, 


when deſtitute of Money, pawn the 


Goods with which they are intruſted to 
procure the Means of indulging their 
Inclinations: Some, who are guilty of 
this Crime, propoſe redeeming the Goods, 
which they clandeſtinely take from their 
Maſters, as ſoon as they can, and before 
their Maſters miſs them ; but, by ſome 
Accident, they are render'd incapable 
of getting them again in the Time in 
which they expected; and, when a 
Maſter diſcovers the Loſs of his Things, 
the firſt Crime is attended by many 
other Crimes, which follow the Ap- 
prentice denying the Fact, while the 
Pawn-broker enriches himſelf at the 
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Expence of the fair Trader: And this, 
® ſometimes, is the fuſt Step of an Ap- 


ice or other Servant to the Gallows. 


I have heard Complaints made by ſome 
of my Acquaintance, who have been 
> wronged in this Manner, and whoſe 
# Clemenoy has bindered their proſecuting 
the Offender. The other dreadful, and 


too frequent Source of Injuries to the 


fair Trader, in theſe Commodities par- 
”* ticularly, will appear from what fol- 
: lows. Many neceſſitous inferior Tradeſ- 
men, and other Perſons, ſometimes, 
have been known to take up Quantitics 
of ſuch Goods, on Credit, merely to 
; anſwer their preſent Wants, by pawn- 


ing them: The Inconyeniencies of which 


1 Practices, both to the fair Trader and 


e Offender, are too viſible to need 
any Enlargement on them bere; and 


which would, in a great Meafure, be 


prevented by prohibiting Pawn-brokers 


7 taking in ſuch Goods not made into 
Apparel or Furniture. 


As all fair Traders are cautiqus how 
they buy ſmall Quantities of Goods 
which are offered to them in the Man- 
ner in which they are carried to Pawn- 
brokers, who receive all Things which 


them, 
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them, a Reſtraint laid on Pawn- brokers 
would prevent many 'Thefts and indirect 
Dealings. I doubt not but many honeſt ' 
Perſons, when plunged in Diſtreſs, and 
unable otherwiſe to extricate themſelves, * 


have pawned the Property of another, 
to anſwer a preſent preſſing Occaſion, 


and afterwards been juſt to the Owner 3 


but as we cannot poſſibly foreſee cer- 
tainly what the Morrow will produce to 
our Advantage, human Nature being 
liable to ſo many Diſappointments as it 
is, the honeſt Man, who is drove to 
theſe ingrateful Shifts, may be baulked 
in his Expectation, his Neighbour, or 
Friend, injured by his Indiſcretion and 
Impatience in the Hour of Want, and 
himſelf, likewiſe, much hurt, by ſtaining 
his Character: If, therefore, the Par- 
liament, and I am ſure the Affair is 
worthy their/ Conſideration, would lay 
the Buſineſs of Pawn-brokers under 
the Reſtriction of Law, after proper 
Articles ſhall be deliberately drawn up, 
the Advantages would be many to the 
Nation. 


Some may object to what I have 
here offered, by ſaying, that many 
honeſt Tradeſmen, who are preſled, 
ſometimes, for Money, to keep exact 

| | to 


2 Pawn-brokers, w 
much on their Secrecy, than expoſe 
2 themſelves to Friends or Neighbours. 
This Objection may not be without 
Foundation; therefore, if Pawn-brokers 
7 ſhould not be entirely prohibited taking 
in ſuch Goods as are here ſpecified, 
they ought, at leaſt, to be under ſuch 
a Reſtriction as ſhall make them fear- 
7 ful of receiving any Goods from Perſons 
whoſe Characters they are not well 
| acquainted with; I would have them 
therefore liable to be proſecuted, for 
receiving ſtolen Goods, with as much 
Severity as the Thief is; and if one 
or two of them ſhould be hanged, ſome- 


HAS 
to their appointed Time of Payment, 
are glad to ſubje& themſelves to the 
2 Inconveniency of Pledging Part of their 
Stock, rather than fail in their Pay- 
ments; and my had rather go to 


oſe Buſineſs depends 


times, I can perceive no great Loſs 


that the Society, in which they are, 
would ſuſtain: However, that they 
might have no Reaſon to complain of 
Injuſtice towards them, I would not 
have them liable to a Proſecution, if 
they can give Proofs of the Perſon, 
from whom they, received a ſtolen 
Pledge, being of an undoubted good 
Character in his or her Neighbourhood, 


B 2 before 
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before this Diſcbvery of ſueh a Perfof's 
Diſheneſty; but thoſe Ptbofs ſhôuld be 
ſuch as the Law fhould judge ſuffei- 
ent. If paum-bfékefs were laid under 
ſome ſuch Reſtriclons, Tradeſmen, und 
ſome other People; Would have fewer 
| Loff6s than they new Have: And the | 

fich Commodities as _ 2 Ie 
Apparel are more particularly treceſſiiry | 
to be ſpeeified AMA nay other, yet 2 
theſe Reſtraints, the PaWn-broker wonld | 
be deterred from receiving any other 
Sort of Pledges, Wirhout üſing great 
Caution. * 


Some may ſay, in Anſwer to the 
Proviſion which 1 here propeſe ugainſt 
Felony, that the Perſon Who tobs afro- 
ther of his Property, t6 ſell vt pawn 
for his den Uſe, is puniſhable, by 
Law; and therefbre the Pear of in- 
curring the PaniſhMment is à ſufficient! 
Expedient; but the more Channels of 
Sin we cut away, the le criminal 
will Men be in Practice, though they 
are Delinquents in their Iclmations. 
Suppoſing any ene ſhould "think the: 
Penalties too ſevere Which I would 
lay Pawn-brokers utider for feceiving 
ſtolen Goods, yet, I am very certain, 
no reaſonable Ferſen can öbject to 


the [ 
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the  fllowthg eee which k 
propoſe. 


From cheſt Ootideratiohs 1 am led 
to ſpeak of the exorbitant Intereſt which 
Pawti-brokers have fot their Pricieipal ; 
whith is a great Grievance, that the 
pbor Subject Iabours under, and which 
calls Aloud for Redrefs. Common 
Paturi-brokers let but their Money at 
the Rite of "Thirty eh for an 
Hundred for a Year, . Tuppoliny the 
pledge Hes à Year in their Hands; 
bt if any one puts a Pledge into their 
Hands in the latter End of 0 dne Month, 
and takes it out in the Begitming of the 
next, he pays Intereſt for two Months ; 
by which Means, and by other Advan- 
tages, they fotnetimes d and ſome- 
kimes more than . double, their Intereſt 
of ptr. Ctnt per Atmum. Thus 
thefe Veritin, taking an Advantage over 
the Neeeffities and Weakneſs of the poor 
Subject, ſtop the Hand of Induſtry, and 
2 the Number of Thieves. | 
in their 'owh Defence, that the 
885 who pledg their Things know 
erefore are not im- 
But this ought not to be 
ene in Their Behalf to the 
flative Power; for when People 
run 
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Wiſdom and Vertue are great in thoſe 


who remove the Means of their Deſtructi- 
on: And, if the Trafficx of Pawns © 


broking is to be ſuffered, I think, if 


Pawn-brokers are confined, by a Penalty 


| on every Tranſgreſſion, to take no more 
| than double the lawful Intereſt of Mo- 
ney, whatever that. ſhall be at any 
| Time, they will not want the Means of 
enriching themſelves; and, if they do 
not think that Intereſt enough for the 
Uſe of their Money, let them employ 
it in ſome other Manner; and then 
they may ſtand the Chance of becoming 
Hhoneſter Men. Ong ; 


If the Parliament ſhould take all the 
vilible Methods which can be thought of 
to prevent Thieving in thoſe who deal 
with Pawn-brokers, and ſhould ſettle 
the Intereſt of their Money lent, man 
other Grievances are ſtill to be redreſſed. 
One ſcandalous and wicked Practice, 
and which, according to my Way of 
thinking, is direct Robbing, among Pawn- 
brokers, is this: Some of them, after 
they have amaſſed a large Quantity of 
valuable Pledges, moſt of. them pawn'd 
for leſs than half the real Worth, informs 

| | their 


* 
* 


run willingly, or rather without Cons | 
ſideration, on their own Ruin, the | 
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P 
their Cuſtomers, and ſuch only as read 


the News-Papers, by Advertiſements, 
that, unleſs they redeem their Things, 


by a fixed Time, they will all be ſold; 
they intending, as they ſay, to leave off 
their Buſineſs. Several have publiſhed 
ſuch Advertiſements, and allowed ſo 
ſmall a Space of Time, that many have 


loſt their Things, becauſe they could 


not procure the Money to redeem them, 
in the limited Time; and the ſhameleſs 
Robbers have removed their Habitations, 
3 and opened Shops in other Places, to 
repeat their Frauds. The Remedy which 
I would propoſe for this Evil is, to oblige 
7 them to give a Year's Notice, and not 


to take in another Pledge after the firſt 


Notice given; and if they ſhould be un- 
der a Neceſhty to remove, on a ſhort 
Warning, they ſhould be obliged to men- 
tion the Place to which they are to re- 
move, that their Cuſtomers may know 
where to come for their Things. 


What a melancholly Reflection it is 


f to a good Mind, that ſuch Wretches 
(for Wretches they muſt be, in their 


Hearts, who are capable of ſubmitting 


to ſuch an infamous Employment) ſhould 
enrich themſelves by an uſeleſs and diſ- 
honeſt Way of Traffick, from the Ne- 


ceſſities 
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ceſſities of their Fellow-Creatures! Theſe 
are Enormities by Which the whole Land 
ſuffers ; for, tho the Rich and Powerful 
do nat feel the immediate Inconvenien- 
cics, the whole Community is hurt by 
the Check which is hereby put to Indu- 
ſtry, and by the Enereaſe of Sloth and 
Thievery. The Difference, in Point of 
Honour, betwixt the large Gains of many 
of our fair 'Traders, and Pawn-brokers, 
is very great ; the fair Trader carvies an 
a Buſineſs beneficial to the Publick ; 
and if he gots Fifty per Cent per Annum, 
on the general 'Terms of Buſineſs, we 
do not grudge him the Profit, becauſe 
| he is an uſeful Member of Society; 
but the Gains of Pawn-brokers ariſe 
from a wicked Adyantage which they 
take over the Necefbties of their Fellow- 
Subjeats | | 
I ſhall here mention two more great 
Misfortunes which they who deal with 


Pawn-brokers labour under, 


I have been aſſured, by many Perſons, 
of undoubted Veracity, that they have 
depoſited very valuable Pledges in the 
Hands of Pawn-brokers, and when 
went to redeem them, ſame Months 
ter, they have been refuſed to m 
Wn unleſs 


7 Gene 


SEELE 


7 
unleſs they would pay Five or Six Shil- 
lings more in the Principal than they 
really had on them. How ſuch a Cheat 
ma be carried on by Pawn-brokers will 
eaſily appear, by relating the Method 
of Pawn-brokers receiving their Pledges. 
After they have lent the Money, they 
write the Day of the Month, and the 
Sum lent, on a Slip of Paper or Vellum, 
and ſew the Slip to the Pledge, as a La- 
bel; and the Perſon who goes to a 
Pawn-broker's Shop ſeldom takes a Wit- 
neſs with him; if therefore the Pawn- 
broker is Rogue enough to encreaſe the 
Sum on another Slip of Paper, and join 
it to the Pledge, in the Room of the 
former, his Cuſtomer muſt ſubmit to the 
Impoſition, being incapable of having 
any Remedy by Law. Very often the 
Cuſtomer goes out as ſoon as he has 


received the Money which is lent on his 


Pledge, without ſtaying to ſee it entered 
on the Label, or in the Book; by which 
Means the Pawnbroker has an Opportu- 
nity to ſet down what he pleaſes, in 
both, without taking the Trouble to 
alter his Label. 


The other Grievance, which is much 
greater than this, is the Power that the 
Pawn-broker has of defrauding his 
C Cuſto- 


. 

Cuſtomers entirely of a valuable Pledge. 
I know ſeveral who have been Sufferers 
in this Point, and one among them who 
left a Pledge, worth about Twenty 
Pounds, in the Cuſtody of - a Pawn- 
broker, on which he had no more than 
Five Guineas ; and, about half a Year 
after the Time of pledging it, he went 
to redeem it; and the Pawn-broker ha 
impudently aſſured him, that no ſuch M 
Pledge was ever left in his Care. The I 
Gentleman, after endeavouring, in vain, lo! 
to perſuade the Pawn-broker to Juſtice, ca 
by telling him ſome particular Circum- £3 
ſtances which he thought he could not e 
have the Aſſurance to deny being true, | 
tryd the Effe& of Menaces; but the 
Pawn-broker, unmoved by gentle or 
rough Uſage, ſtood to what he had he 
firſt aſſerted ; and the Gentleman, hav- IPr 
ing no Teſtimony but his own Honour, |* 
was forced to ſubmit to the Impoſition Ie 
of the Thief. After what I have ſaid, Ir 
ſuppoſing few are guilty of theſe Frauds, It! 
ſuppoſing none now are, the Power, the Au 
Temptation, of one Man to cheat ano- 1 
ther ſhould be removed, eſpecially when It. 
it may with Eaſe. | A 


The two Grievances which I have 
laſt ſet forth may be redreſled by oblig- 


ing 
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ing- Pawn-brokers to give a Receipt to 
every Perſon who borrows Money of 
them on Pledges ; in which Receipt the 
Terms on which the Pawn-broker lends 
his Money ſhall be ſpecified; and to 
that Receipt both the Borrower and the 
Lender ſhall ſubſcribe their Names ; and 
both the Borrower and the Lender ſhall 
have a Copy of the Receipt. Such a 
Method, or one almoſt like it, The 
CHARITABLE CoRPORATION fol- 
lowed ; which is to the mutual Advan- 
tage of the Borrower and Lender, if they 
have no diſhoneſt Views, becauſe it pre- 
vents all Diſputes which a Miſtake, 
otherwiſe, might occaſion. | 


From the Inconveniencies which 1 
have here laid down, attending the 
preſent ſcandalous Manner of Trading 
among Pawn-brokers, I doubt not but 
every juſt and reaſonable Perſon, who 
reads theſe Propoſals, will allow of 
the Neceſſity of laying Pawn-brokers 
under the Reſtriction of Law; and, 
indeed, I think, the total Suppreſſion of 
them would not to be the Diſadvantage 
nor Diſcredit of the Nation. 


I am not for leaving the very neceſſi- 
tous without any Relief in the Time of 
8 their 


L 20 ] 
their greateſt Wants of Money, and 
when they have Goods to pledge ; but 
I am for removing an Opprethon, and 
for ſubſtituting a real Relief. For the 
Benefit of ſuch Perſons, I will urge the 
Force of Example; for which I need 
not travel far. The Dutch, who are 
a People worthy the Imitation of all 
trading Nations, will not ſuffer ſuch Blots, 
as common Pawn-brokers are, to fair 
Trade, to be among them. The States 
of Holland are their own Pawn-brokers, 
and in ſuch a manner as is conliſtent 
with Juſtice and the Policy of Nations. 
'They have their particular Offices for 
the Reception of Pledges; and they 
require very little more than the Worth 
of what they lend to be in their Hands; 
and they lend from the largeſt Sum, 
which can be required by the occaſional 
Neceſſities of thoſe of ſuperior Rank 
to the ſmalleſt Sum for the Relief of 
the Poor. - 


If a Foreigner lands on any Part of 
the Coaſt of Holland, without Money, 
if he has any Goods, and if he can give 
a fair Account of himſelf, he is ſure ol 
the immediate Aſſiſtance of as muc 
Money almoſt as the Goods are worth 
which he thinks fit to pledge, on the 
| 3 Term 
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Terms which I have mentioned; by 
which Means numerous Inconvenien- 
cies and Oppreſſions are avoided, to 
which a Stranger might otherwiſe be 


ſubjected : By ſuch Methods the Dutch 
not only conſult their national Intereſt, 
but render themſelves Benefactors to the 
World, | 


If our Government would eſtabliſh 
ſuch Offices, in proper Places, through 
the Kingdom, as the Dutch have, the 
Advantages would be many; and the 
Grievances would be removed which 
are here ſet forth, as ariſing from the 

reſent Practices of common Pawn- 
brokers. Here I muſt obſerve, that the 
Benefits ariſing from the low Intereſt 
of Money in Holland are, by the Means 


of lending on Pledges for lawful Intereſt, 


felt by every Degree of People: But 
what avails the low Intereſt of Money 
here in England to the far greater 
Part of the Subjects, if they cannot 
have the Uſe of it without paying 
ſix times more than the lawful Intereſt, 
and even if they depoſite double the 
Value of the Money borrowed in the 


Hands of the Lender? 


Here 
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Here it will not be amiſs to point out 
one of the Branches of Detriment which 
ſprings from the Toleration of Pawn- 
brokers, to every Trade in the King- 
dom, and which would be cut off by an 
Eſtabliſhment of ſuch Offices for lending 
Money as the Dutch have. Very often 
Perſons of various Degrees want to buy 
ſome ' particular Commodity, for the 
Purchaſe of which they have not Money, 
yet they have ſome other Commodity 
which they could ſpare a-while, and 
would, willingly, if they could borrow 
Money on it for a reaſonable Intereſt ; 
by which Means they would enable 
themſelves to get what they immediate- 
ly want, and not be hurt at the Time 
of the Redemption of their Pledge; 
for want of which Conveniency, moſt 
conſiderate People chuſe to be with- 


out the Commodity, which they would 
be glad to buy, rather than pay ſo 


dear for it, as they muſt by borrowing 
Money of Pawn-brokers to purchaſe 
it. This is the Caſe of many, and of 
different ſorts of Perſons, who would 
make Purchaſes from the Value of 
an Hundred Pounds, or more, down 
to a Shilling: And, till theſe Grievan- 
ces are removed, we may boaſt in vain 


of 
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of the Lowneſs of the Intereſt of our 
Money: And every Tradeſman in the 
Kingdom, if he will conſider, will find 
himſelf intereſted in the Suppreſſion, 
or Regulation, at leaſt, of Pawn-brokers ; 
and, indeed, every individual, except 
the Vermin themſelves, would be a 
Gainer by the Suppreſſion, or Regula- 
tion, of them. 


Hence I am naturally led to a Conſi- 


_ deration of the Calamities of the Suf- 


ferers by the Charitable Corporation, and 
of the Nature of the Offences of their 
Oppreſſors. I cannot agree with thoſe 
who are outrageous againſt all trading 
Companies; for, I think, if any Body 
of Men unite their Endeavours to ren- 
der themſelves ſerviceable to their Coun- 
try by any Project, they ought to be 
Partakers of the Benefits which they 
propoſe to the Publick, and have a fair 
Title to the Protection and Encourage- 
ment of that Government which they 
ſtrive to ſerve: And if any Corruption 
ſhould creep into that Body of Men, 
whoſe Eſtabliſhment was, to all Appear- 
ances, uſeful to the Kingdom, the Du- 
ty of the incorrupt is to purge the Body 


of the corrupted ; and, if the Corrupti- 


on is ſpread ſo far, as to be out of the 
W we | Power 
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Power of the incorrupt in the ſame Bo- 
dy of Men, a Parliamentary Aſſiſtance 
is neceſſary: And if thoſe who appear- 
ed in the Mask of Friendſhip to their 
Country, ſhould prove the Oppreſſors of 
it, our Legiſlators ought to bring the Of- 
fenders, if they can, to Juſtice, and to 
ſuit their Puniſhment to the Nature of 
their Crimes. 


I cannot ſay, but a more Charitable 
Corporation might have been inſtituted 
than the late Charitable Corporation was, 
and the Members have been Gainers : 
But when we conſider it in a compara- 
tive Light with common Pawn-brokers, 
it was a Bleſſing to thoſe who are oblig- 
ed to borrow Money on Pledges ſome- 
times : And thoſe unhappy Perſons, who 
are now the Prey of their villainous Op- 
preſſors, were to be eſteemed as the Re- 
dreſſers of the heavy Grievances under 
which they laboured who traded with 
common Pawnbrokers before : And the 
Robbers of thoſe unfortunate Perſons 
are to be look'd on as Robbers of the 
Publick ; they have ſnatched away the 
Relief which other Perſons gave to 
thoſe who were before the Prey of 
Pawn-brokers, and have utterly ruined 
many of the Relievers themſelves; and, 
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if Report does not miſlead me, they 
have been the Murderers of ſome. Mer- 
cy to theſe Men would be Cruelty to 
the Publick, by encouraging other rapa- 
cious Villains to Acts of as black a Dye, 
thro the Hopes of Impunity. Their 
Lives ought to be a Sacrifice to the 
Publick, and their Fortunes to thoſe 
whom they have robbed. 


Thus, Sir, I have ſtated, with Impar- 
tiality, the Inconveniencies ariſing from 
the N of the Traffick now car- 
ried on by Pawn-brokers, and humbly 
propoſed ſome Remedies to them; and 
I doubt not your ſincere Defires to have 
thoſe Grievances redreſſed, nor your En- 
deavours to promote the Means of Re- 
dreſs, nor your Inclination to bring the 
Criminals, here pointed out, to Juſtice. 
If, by the Methods which I have propoſed, 
I ſhall prove, in the leaſt, inſtrumental 
to the Relief of the Oppreſſed, I ſhall 
think myſelf amply rewarded ; and if I 
do not, I ſhall have received ſome Sa- 
tisfaction, in having diſcharged this Part 
of my Duty to my Country, and in 
having 9 to you this Teſtimony of 
the Reſpect of, SI R, 


Dur Moſt Faithful, 
February 1732. 


Humble Servants 
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en Yoo old as Mg +. 
„ & Rs the Lownefs of the Intereſt 
of Mongy is a certain Sign of the Riches 

of a Country, the Duty of our Legilla- 
tors is, to take Care that every Member 
of the Society ſhould reap the Benefits 
thereof as much as they poſſibly can, in 
the Nature of Things :-. Otherwiſe the 
Wealth of a Nation is like a plentiful 
Crop of Corn, which the negligent 
Husband - man ſuffers to be choaked with 
Weeds; for what the Weeds are to the 
growing Harveſt, Pawn-brokers are to 
the Good of a wealthy Nation. 


e. nitentia Culta - 
"TY Infelix Lolium & feriles dominautur Avene. 
| ROT x VI GIL. Georg, Lib J. 
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